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PRESIDENCY UNIVERSITY 
BENGALURU
 
 SCHOOL OF LAW    
MID TERM EXAMINATIONSummer Term: 2021 - 22
Course Code: LAW112
Course Name: Constitutional Law I
Program & Sem: B.A./BBA/BCom.LLB & Summer Term
Date: 12 August 2022
Time: 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM
Max Marks: 60
Weightage: 30 %



 
          Instructions:
(i) Read the all questions carefully and answer accordingly. 
(ii) Attempt all questions.

Part A [Memory Recall Questions]
Answer all the Questions.						                   
1. Caste and Poverty can be together considered as grounds for determining backward classes of people. Poverty, when eliminated, can act as a catalyst for social and economic advancement. Accordingly, state the meaning of the concept of Creamy Layer? (2 Marks)                                                  (C.O.No.1)[Knowledge]      
2. Article 16 (4-A) provides “nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for reservation in matters of promotion, with consequential seniority, to any class or classes of posts in the services under the State in favour of Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes which in the opinion of State are not adequately represented in the services under the State.” Which Constitutional Amendment Act inserted Article 16 (4-A) to the Constitution? (2 Marks)                                                                    (C.O.No.1)  [Knowledge]         
Answer All the following. (6Qx1Mark=6 Marks )      				     (CO1)[Knowledge]                                                                                    
3. The 24th Amendment Act, 1971, added which clause to Article 13?         
a. Clause (1)	
b. Clause (2)	
c. Clause (3)	
d. Clause (4)





4.The phrase ‘Equality before law’ has been borrowed from ………….?
 a. US Constitution	
b. English Common Law	
c. Canadian Constitution	
d. South African Constitution

3.What is the first test of reasonable legislative classification?
a. intelligible differentia
b. No differentia	
c. valid differentia	
d. perspective differentia

4.Which doctrine was laid down in the case of R.M.D.C v. Union of India? 
a. Doctrine of Severability	
b. Doctrine of Eclipse	
c. Doctrine of Waiver	
d. Doctrine of lifting the veil

5.Identical treatment in unequal circumstances would amount to __________?
a. Egalitarian Society	
b. Utopia	
c. Inequality	
d. Equality

6.The rule of ‘Ejusdem Generis’ was laid down in which case?
a.Electricity Board v. Mohanlal	
b. Ujjamabai v. State of U.P.	
c. Sukhdev Singh v. Bhagatram	
d. University of Madras v. Santa Bai
Part B [Thought Provoking Questions]
Answer all the Questions. Each question carries 10 marks.	           (2Qx10M=20M)
7. The interpretation of the term ‘other authorities’ in Article 12 has caused a good deal of difficulty for enforcement of fundamental rights and the judicial opinion has undergone changes over time. In this context discuss the ambit and scope of the meaning of ‘other authorities’ under Article 12. 
(10 Marks)                                                                                                     (C.O.No.1,2,3) [Comprehension]   
8. Critically analyze the concept of ‘equality before law’ and ‘equal protection of laws’ within the context of Article 14 of the Constitution 					(C.NO.2)[Comprehension]   
Part C [Problem Solving Questions]
Answer all the Question. Each question carries 15 marks.	             (2Qx15M=30M)
13. The Republic of Timon is a newly independent country with limited resources. The democratically elected government wanted to constitute Timon into a welfare economy. Accordingly heavy investments were needed in the health and education sector. Thereby, with the affirmation of the government, many business houses ventured into the field of education and established several Schools and Universities. Five years later, the Socialist Pumba Party won the election and formed its government. The newly elected government were a staunch champion of socialism and state ownership. The government decided to nationalize all the Private Universities in the country which was to be done in a phased manner. As per the draw of lots, Mufasa University was selected to be nationalized. The officials and administrative staff of Mufasa University, were not happy with the decision of the government. They believed that by selecting their university as the first one to be nationalized, the government violated their Right to Equality as envisaged under Article 14 of the Constitution of Timon. Mufasa University filed a writ petition in the Apex Court of Republic of Timon against the government. Assuming that the Constitution of Timon and other laws & procedures are exactly like that of India, decide on the matter.                                                                                                  (CO2)[Application]

14. Article 15(4) of the Constitution provides “Nothing in this article or in clause (2) of Article 29 shall prevent the State from making any special provision for the advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes”. Article 16(4) states “Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for the reservation of appointments or posts in favor of any backward class of citizens which, in the opinion of the State, is not adequately represented in theservices under the State”. In the case of Indira Sawhney v. Union of India, the Supreme Court held that class or classes in Articles 15(4) and 16(4) respectively are not to be construed in the Marxist sense. The constitution does not define these classes nor does it lay down any methodology for their determination. The court could also not devise any method for their determination. The central idea and overall objective should be to consider all available groups, sections and classes in the society. In the light of the judgement, examine the constitutional validity of following laws: (C.O.No.4) [Application]                                                                                                                          
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